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1. INR ASSESSMENT REQUESTED IN GENEVA S REFTEL FOLLOWS. 

2. WE TEND TO TAKE ECEVIT'S EXPLANATION OF THE SOYSOL MIS 
SION TO MOSCOW AT FACE VALUE - THAT IT IS INTENDED TO 
ELICIT SOVIET POLITICAL SUPPORT BY ASSURING MOSCOW THAT 
ANKARA DOES NOT INTEND TO PARTITION CYPRUS. ANKARA PROB- 
ABLY ALSO HOPES TO FORESTALL SOVIETS FROM RESORTING TO THE 
UN FORUM WHERE THE TURKISH POSITION IS RELATIVELY WEAK. 

WE WOULD NOT RULE OUT THE POSSIBILITY THAT THE TURKS MIGHT 
IN ADDITION SEEK ASSURANCES OF SOVIET UNDERSTANDING SHOULD 
THEY FEEL COMPELLED TO RESUME MILITARY OPERATIONS ON CY- 
PRUS, ALTHOUGH WE HAVE NO EVIDENCE ON THIS POINT. 
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3. FURTHERMORE, WE DISCOUNT TWO OTHER POSSIBILITIES: 

A. THAT ANKARA IS SEEKING SOVIET MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
AS A PRELUDE TO TURKISH MILITARY ACTION ON THE ISLAND. 
TRADITIONAL TURKISH FEARS OF THEIR RUSSIAN NEIGHBORS WOULD 

OUTWEIGH THE DESIRABILITY OF MILITARY SUPPLIES FROM MOS- 
COW OR AN OFFER OF WARSAW PACT MILITARY PRESSURE ON 
GREECE. 

B. THAT ANKARA HAS DECIDED TO INVITE SOVIET PARTIC- 
IPATION AT GENEVA TALKS IN EXCHANGE FOR DIPLOMATIC SUP- 
PORT. ANKARA WOULD NOT WELCOME THE PROSPECT OF A PERMA- 
NENT SOVIET VOICE IN ANY CYPRUS SOLUTION AND ITS ENFORCE- 
MENT WHICH WOULD INEVITABLY FOLLOW FROM SOVIET PARTICI- 
PATION AT GENEVA. 

4. SOVIET SUSPICIONS OF TURKEY'S ULTIMATE INTENTIONS 
WILL NOT BE LAID TO REST BY SOYSOL S REASSURANCES. HOW- 
EVER. MOSCOW WILL PROBABLY BE WILLING TO PROFFER THE TURKS 
A MODICUM OF POLITICAL BACKING, PRIMARILY FOR LACK OF 
PROMISING ALTERNATIVES. THE IMMEDIATE SOVIET CONCERN WILL 
BE TO MAINTAIN INFLUENCE IN ANKARA AND SLOW DOWN MOVEMENT 
TOWARD PARTITION OF CYPRUS, WHICH THE SOVIETS NOW FEAR IS 
BECOMING INCREASINGLY LIKELY. NOR DO THEY SAVOR PROS- 
PECTS OF A NATO-LINKED GRECO-TURKISH WAR SO CLOSE TO 

THEIR FRONTIERS. THUS THEY CAN BE EXPECTED TO CONTINUE 
COUNSELLING SOME DEGREE OF RESTRAINT EVEN WHILE EXTENDING 
MORAL SUPPORT. 

5. BUT THEY WILL SEEK TO LINK THEIR POLITICAL SUPPORT 

FOR TURKEY WITH PRESSURE FOR A MORE DIRECT SOVIET ROLE IN 
THE CYPRUS NEGOTIATIONS. IT WOULD ALSO SEEM TO SERVE 
SOVIET INTERESTS TO PUBLICIZE THE SOYSOL MISSION IN ORDER 
TO DEMONSTRATE THAT MOSCOW IS A PARTY TO CYPRUS DEVELOP- 
MENTS. THE USSR WOULD CALCULATE THAT THE TURKISH OVER- 
TURE IS WORRISOME TO THE US AND NATO, AND THAT THE NEW 
ATHENS GOVERNMENT MIGHT BE TEMPTED TO TRY A SIMILAR GES- 
TURE. 
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6. WE HAVE NOT HAD EVIDENCE OF ANY GREEK INITIATIVE 
TOWARD THE SOVIETS TO DATE. ALTHOUGH ATHENS WOULD HOPE TO 
CAPITALIZE ON MOSCOW'S PREFERENCE FOR AN INDEPENDENT 
CYPRUS BY STRESSING THAT TURKEY S POSITION AMOUNTS TO PAR- 
TITION IN DISGUISE, KARAMANLIS WILL, FOR THE TIME BEING, 

RESIST ANY SOVIET ATTEMPT TO USE ATHENS FOR EXPLOITING THE 
CYPRUS PROBLEM. KISSINGER 
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